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KEARSARGE BEEKEEPERS 
 

www.kbanh.org                                            JULY/AUGUST 2015 

 
 

Announcing….. 

THE KBA 2015 POT-LUCK PICNIC 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2015 

(weather permitting) 

1 – 4 p.m. 
At Marklin Candle Design 

28 Riverside Drive 
Contoocook, NH 

 
 Children welcome! 

Please bring:  chairs, a side dish, salad or dessert to share & a raffle prize 
(You might also want to bring a bee veil in case of a visit to the bee yard) 

Please RSVP to Christine Marklin at this email:  Christine@marklincandle.com 
Or phone:  746-5452   Leave message with # attending 

 & food you might bring if you have decided 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO A FUN AFTERNOON! 

 
 
 

KBA FALL CALENDAR 

 No regular meeting in August (due to picnic) 
 Sat., September 12, KBA meeting at Warner 
Library at 9 a.m. 
 No regular meeting in October (due to Warner 
Fall Foliage Festival) 
 Sat., October 24, KBA hosts NHBA Fall Meeting 
at Camp Methodios  
 November:  Traditional Holiday Turkey Dinner 
(with raffle); date & location to be determined 

 
IN THIS ISSUE 
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REPORT ON NHBA SUMMER MEETING, 

JUNE 27, AT MUSTER FIELD FARM IN 

NORTH SUTTON by Barbara Burns 

The morning program, MAKING SPLITS AND CREATING 

NUCS, was presented by Zachary Lamas of Salisbury NH.    

Zac presented information on 3 methods of making 

splits/nucs:  The Doolittle method, Mike Palmer’s 

method, and Kirk Webster’s method.  He demonstrated 

how to select the frames you will need for each nuc:  

basically one frame with open larvae, one frame of 

capped brood, and one frame of honey and capped 

brood together.  At this point, my note taking 

deteriorated as I was trying to follow all that he was 

trying to do and convey to us. * For queens in the nucs, 

you can add a queen you purchased or raised 

yourself….or, use a queen cell that the bees have made.   

Both strong hives and weaker ones can be utilized 

depending on your goals.   Zac’s final advice was to set 

yourself up for success in your apiary by 1) avoiding 

starvation (feed if needed and have large clusters), 2) 

keep moisture out of your hives in winter and, 3) keep 

varroa mite populations down. 

*Of course, much more information than this was given.  

I hope that you will find a more complete report on this 

part of the meeting in the next NHBA newsletter.   

Researching the Doolittle, Palmer, and Webster nuc-

making techniques would also be a fine idea…or go to a 

workshop with Zac at Sun Hill Farm. 

After the smoker contest and the wonderful lunch, a 

panel discussion was set up to answer any and all 

questions from the crowd.   There were 11 experienced 

beekeepers from around the state on the panel 

including Mike Bayko, Richard Brewster and Troy Hall 

from the KBA.  Here are a few tidbits from the 

discussion: 

 Inspections…to find the queen, start at the 

bottom; OK to start at the top for other 

inspections…depends on reason for the visit. 

 Beginners need to look in hives often to learn 

and be comfortable with the process. 

 Getting a queen:  local breeders are usually on 

set delivery schedules, so plan ahead 

 Getting a queen in an emergency:  try Alden 

Marshall or Allen Lindahl 

 Frozen pollen is a good resource if there is a fall 

dearth of pollen.   You can have your own if you 

use a pollen trap. 

 State Inspections:  Not mandatory in NH, but 

the inspectors go out as needed to new 

beekeepers and those that think they have 

problems or disease. 

 Winter:  Leave space between top cover and 

absorbsion board 

 Feed syrup “early enough” in the fall. 

 Install mouse guards in early September 

 Winter:  Have an upper entrance and have the 

notch down on your inner cover 

 Remove dead bees from the bottom of the hive 

once or twice during the winter so they don’t 

block things up 

 Check out the USDA website for information on 

flowers and many other bee-related topics  (I 

did that and found it very informative on bee 

topics as well as flowers) 

 Register with the State of NH to be notified of 

when pesticides are being used in your local 

area 

 Avoid harming your bees through ignorance, 

apathy, and willful blindness 
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An estimated $15 billion worth of crops is pollinated by 
honey bees, including more than 130 fruits and 
vegetables. Managed honey bee numbers have been 
declining over the past 50 years. Since 2006, about 30 
percent of honey bee hives in the United States have 
been lost each winter to diseases, parasites, poor 
nutrition, pesticide exposure, and other issues. USDA 
and NRCS are working to combat this decline. 
Managed honey bees are important to American 
agriculture because they pollinate a wide variety of 
crops, contributing to food diversity, security and 
profitability. NRCS has many efforts underway, including 
this one, to improve the health of honey bees and other 
pollinators. 
 
Many of the conservation practices that NRCS helps 
farmers adopt provide a wide array of benefits, from 
improving quality of water, air and soil to enhancing 
habitat for wildlife, including pollinators. 
 
Honey Bee Effort in the Midwest 
NRCS announced in October 2014 that the agency was 
investing $4 million in conservation activities that help 
farmers implement honey bee-friendly conservation 
practices. This fiscal year 2015 investment builds on 
more than $3 million invested in fiscal year 2014. The 
financial assistance was made available to farmers in 
Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and 
Wisconsin. See release for more information. 

From June to September, the Midwest is home to more 
than 65 percent of the commercially managed honey 
bees in the country. It is a critical time when bees 
require abundant and diverse forage across broad 
landscapes to build up hive strength for the winter. 
Providing nutritious, diverse forage to honey bees can 
have a positive impact on the overall hive health and 
potentially reduce the mortality rates of honey bees 
during the winter months. 
Other states have plans to set aside funds for similar 
efforts, including California – where more than half of 
all managed honey bees in the U.S. help pollinate 
almond groves and other agricultural lands – as well as 
Ohio and Florida. 
 
2014 Farm Bill and Honey Bees 
The 2014 Farm Bill kept pollinators as a high priority, 
and these conservation efforts are one way USDA is 
working to help improve pollinator habitat. 
 
NRCS provides guidance and support to farmers and 
ranchers to implement conservation practices that will 
provide safe and diverse food sources for honey bees. 
For example, appropriate cover crops or rangeland and 
pasture management may provide a benefit to 
producers by reducing erosion, increasing the health of 
their soil, inhibiting invasive species, and providing 
quality forage and habitat for honey bees and other 
pollinators.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/plantsanimals/pollinate/?cid=stelprdb1262944
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The item below is from the visitNH.gov website.  Remember that all the NH fairs have HONEY CONTESTS 

with RIBBONS and PREMIUMS!!!  Think publicity and bragging rights!  The entry deadlines are many 

days or weeks ahead of each fair, so you need to plan ahead to get in on the action.  For example, the Hopkinton Fair 

deadline for the part of the fair that includes the Honey Show is August 28 at 4 p.m.    Each fair has a website where you 

can check out the categories, rules and deadlines.   Look back at the Sept. 2014 KBA newsletter to see Mike Bayko’s tips 

on entering honey contests; it is still available on our website…or I can send you a copy.  BBB 

 

New Hampshire Agricultural Fairs  

Make your trip to a New Hampshire agricultural fair a family tradition. Each year, rural 

communities host multiday, event-filled fairs with enticements for all ages ... and food 

that's worth the wait in line. Children love the games and rides, of course, but they're 

also big fans of the animals. And learning about livestock and the land is a low-key way 

to reawaken their brains at the start of a new school year. Agricultural fairs large and 

small, like our New Hampshire state fair in Hopkinton and New England's oldest family 

fair in Deerfield, are held almost every weekend from mid-July through mid-October. 

And there's not much that tops the excitement of a demolition derby or a women's 

skillet toss. Make plans for a day of old-fashioned country fun at a New Hampshire fair in 

2015. 

 New Hampshire Agricultural Fair Calendar 

 North Haverhill Fair, North Haverhill, July 22–26, 2015  

 Stratham Fair, Stratham, July 23–26, 2015 

 Cheshire Fair, Swanzey, July 29–August 2, 2015 

 Cornish Fair, Cornish, August 14–16, 2015 

 Lancaster Fair, Lancaster, September 2–7, 2015 

 Hopkinton State Fair, Contoocook, September 4–7, 2015  

 Hillsborough County Agricultural Fair, New Boston, September 11–13, 2015 

 Rochester Fair, Rochester, September 11–20, 2015 

 Deerfield Fair, Deerfield, October 1–4, 2015 

 Sandwich Fair, Sandwich, October 10–12, 2015  
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Free Offer!!  Candle Boxes 

I received a nice phone call last month from Deb 

Snelling of Claremont.  She and her husband, Larry, 

were KBA members some years back.  They had lots of 

bees and sold many products at that time.   They no 

longer do that and have sold off most of their bee 

supplies ….but they have a large supply of candle boxes 

that need a new home (or homes) if someone can use 

them.  There are about 600!  They are white with a 

cellophane window and hold a pair of 12” candles.  You 

may call the Snellings at 603-542-6305 or email them at 

herbpatch@live.com if you are interested.  BBB 

 

 

         CLUB EXTRACTOR 
 

KBA owns a 3-frame tangential extractor, great for small 
batches.  It is available to any and all KBA members.  Please 
contact Dave Hartman at 456-3881 to arrange to borrow it.    
Of course, it needs to be cleaned before it is returned! 

 
Editor’s Note:  I borrowed the club extractor last month 

to do my first “real” honey harvest.  It is so wonderfully 

basic!  There are no worries about the size of your 

frames or how to put them in.  Just remove the cappings, 

put in the 3 frames in the obvious places, put the cover 

on, start turning the crank and HANG ON.  It is 

definitely a two-person job due to the need to really hang 

on, but it is simple and fun.  My husband and I had no 

trouble.  I did turn the frames around and then end-for-

end to get as much honey out as possible.  Clean-up with 

very hot water was simple enough, though I did kill a 

patch of grass with the hot water!  I had bought a simple 

white plastic pail with honey gate and a set of plastic 

sieves from one of the suppliers a couple of years ago.  I 

would say you definitely need one of those even for a 

small operation such the “scratch and drip” that I did for 

my first two mini-harvests in 2013 and 2014.  Thanks 

so much KBA for having this extractor available 

for members.    BBB 

2015 CLUB OFFICERS: 

President 
Martin Marklin 

746-5452 
martin@marklincandle.com 

Vice-President 
John Chadwick 

927-4327 
jachad@tds.net 

Treasurer 
Robin Gray 
927-4127 

myra_robin@yahooo.com 
Recording Secretary 

Troy Hall 
252-9564/298-7209 

t_roy_hardwoods@yahoo.com 
Newsletter Editor 

Barbara Burns 
927-4965 

bbbsews@gmail.com 
Webmaster 
Mike Bellino 

938-5129 
mike_bellino@yahoo.com 

 

 
 
 

Annual Dues $20, please send to KBA, 
c/o Robin Gray, PO Box 275, Warner, NH  03278 

Have you paid your dues? 

 

NH BEE AND EQUIPMENT DEALERS: 

*Hillside Apiaries, Merrimack  429-0808 
*B-Line Apiaries, Alden Marshall, Hudson  883-6764 
*Spring Fever Farm, Ben Chadwick, Alton  875-3544 
*NH Honey Bee, Gilsum  354-8019 
*Troy Hall, Plainfield  298-7209 

 
 
KBA MENTORS 
  
The following club members have graciously 
volunteered to be mentors to our new beekeepers.  
They are also available to share their experiences and 
knowledge with other members who have questions or 
need advice. 
Richard Brewster, Andover  735-5457 
Alan Carruth, Newport   863-7064 
John Chadwick, Sutton Mills  927-4327 
Tom Dickson, Andover   340-3029 
Randy Fleury, South Sutton  927-4144 
Dave Hartman, Warner   456-3881 
Bill MacDonald    863-4012 

mailto:herbpatch@live.com
mailto:martin@marklincandle.com
mailto:jachad@tds.net
mailto:myra_robin@yahooo.com
mailto:barbarabbb@tds.net
mailto:mike_bellino@yahoo.com
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